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Objectives  
 
The course will offer an introduction to the contribution of feminist theory to our 
understanding of politics and public policies. It is structured in three parts.  The first 
part of the course is the more theoretical one, and it explores some basic concepts of a 
feminist análisis of politics and some of the main feminist theories of politics and the 
state. The second part applies a gender perspective to the análisis of public policies. The 
third part focuses on the study of equal political representation and participation, and it 
includes the análisis of mechanisms to promote an equal political representation of 
women and men.  
 
Content  
 
First part 
 
Basic concepts of a feminist análisis of politics and main feminist theories of politics 
and state (among these: gender, patriarchy, power, public/private dicothomy, 
citizenship, state feminism). 
 
Second part 
 
Integrating a gender (and other inequalities) perspective in public policies. 
Gender equality policy strategies and visions: equal opportunities, positive actions, 
gender mainstreaming, political intersectionality. 
Case studies of specific gender public policies: the European Union, Spain, and one 
other country to be chosen on the basis of students’ interests.  
 
Third part  
 
Political representation and participation.  
Study of feminist theories of citizenship; study of feminist theories of political 
representation and participation of civil society in the political process, with special 
attention to the role of feminist movements.  
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Analysis of the mechanisms to promote an equal political representation of women and 
men (e.g. quotas). Analysis of specific case studies to be agreed with students.  
 
Skills and competence 
 
The course is aimed at making students familiar with skills and tools that are 
characteristics of master courses. It will promote analytical capacities, critical reasoning 
applied to the object of study, gender equality in politics, critical reading and discussion 
of texts, developing a gender perspective on the study of politics. Knowledge of written 
English is required. 
 
Methodology 
 
The methodology of the course includes students’ discussion of issues on the basis of 
the recommended readings (that will be weekly assigned) and the presentation of issues 
on the part of the teacher. Students’ participation is promoted through work in groups, 
debates, individual oral presentations and written papers.  
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Links to international European and Spanish equality agencies: 
 
Naciones Unidas y Mujer http://www.unifem.undp.org/
Unión Europea e Igualdad de Género 
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/gender_equality/index_en.html  
Secretaría General de Igualdad http://www.mtas.es/igualdad/index.htm  
Instituto de la Mujer http://www.mtas.es/igualdad/index.htm  
 
Links to research project and groups on gender and politics: 
 
Proyecto Europeo QUING (Quality in Gender Equality Policies) sobre políticas de 
igualdad en los 27 países de la Unión Europea + Turquía + Croacia + UE (6º Programa 
Marco Comisión Europea) http://www.quing.eu  
Proyecto Europeo MAGEEQ (Mainstreaming Gender Equality in Europe) (5º Programa 
Marco Comisión Europea) www.mageeq.net y http://www.proyectomageeq.org
Proyecto Europeo FEMCIT sobre Género y Ciudadanía multicultural (6º Programa 
Marco Comisión Europea)  www.femcit.org
Proyecto Europeo EQUAPOL sobre políticas de igualdad y mainstreaming (5º 
Programa Marco Comisión Europea) www.equapol.gr
ECPR Standing Group on Gender and Politics 
www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/standinggroups/women/index.htm  
 
Links to database on women’s political representation: 
 
Database of the Inter Parliamentary Union on women and politics: 
www.ipu.org/wmn-e/world.htm  
European Database of women and men in decision-making:  
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/women_men_stats/index_en.htm  
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Global Database of quotas for women in politics 
http://www.quotaproject.org/  
IDEA (International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance) 
http://www.idea.int/gender/  
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